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Judge Clears 


Exotic Dancers 


Municipal Court Judge Win- 
ton McKibben has dismissed 
all charges against seven per¬ 
sons arrested last November 
after a performance at the T 
& D burlesque theater. 

“I found no evidence that 
any crime had been commit¬ 
ted,” declared Judge McKib¬ 
ben. 

Cleared were exotic dancers 
Sally Ann Cardell, 29; Ra¬ 
chael Alvarez, 20; Lineau Al¬ 
len, 23; Janet Sable, 28; and 
Angelique DuPont, 25; “top 



All had been free on bail 
after pleading innocent to a 
variety of charges including 
indecent exposure. 
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Judge Retrains Art Fr 

A US. district judge yester- whether the restraining order 
day issued a temporary re- should be made permanent, 
straining order against fur- Nissinoff requested the re- 
ther seizure of “erotic art” straining order on the grounds 
films from the T&D Theater that the seizures of T&D films 
in Oakland unless the films - 
have first been determined 
obscene in an “adversary pro¬ 
ceeding” before a judge. 

Federal Judge Alfonso Zir- 
poli also told the Alameda 
County distinct attorney’s of¬ 
fice that films seized in Dec. 

11 an dJan. 2 raids cannot be 
used as evidence in any future 
trials involving^the'The^ter’s 
manager ^LarrysNissinofU) 

Zirpoli set Feb. 13 Tor a 
hearing on the question of 
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Judge Retrains Art Film Seizure ! 


A US. district judge yester¬ 
day issued a temporary re¬ 
straining order against fur¬ 
ther seizure of ‘‘erotic art 1 ’ 
films from the T&D Theater 
in Oakland unless the films" 
have first been determined 
obscene in an “adversary pro¬ 
ceeding” before a judge. 

Federal Judge Alfonso Zir- 
poii also told the Alameda 
County district attorney’s of¬ 
fice that films seized in Dec. 
11 an dJan. 2 raids cannot be 
used as evidence in any future 
trials involving^tTIFThe^ter’s 
manager^arrj^Nissinoffj 

Zirpnli s£T "FetT 18 Tor a 
hearing on the question of 


whether the restraining order 
should be made permanent. 

Nissinoff requested the re¬ 
straining order on the grounds 
that the seizures of T&D films 


were authorized without pre- 
ivous adversary hearings in 
the defendant’s presence. 

The theater is located at 429 
11th St. 
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At Issue Again 

San Francisco Superior 
^ J % Francis McCarty 

on th« d3y ordered a hearing 
“ ; ssue of requiring jur? 
panels to include persons be 
tween ages 18 and 21 
The same issue had been 

Counfv F!. U n Sday AIameda 
rh^i S “ P e r i o r Court by 

SSv P N y ', att ° rney ^ 

«uey p. Newton, Black 
Panther leader. 

Judge McCarty slavert-i* 

chalgeJ^K^I^y 

oPohf CC b f ring the showing 

"Je SSff 5 ’ mm *• 

The matter will be debated 
m a hearing set for Oct. 8 

nJ!’ e " Tit by Garry in Ala¬ 
meda County has been taken 
under advisement by Presid¬ 
es Judge Robert Kroninger 
S n on ' s charged in the mi 

cer^John l^ andj>0liceoffi - 
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Judge Rules 



San Francisco Superior 
Court Judge Ira A. Brown Jr. 
yesterday ruled it is not nec¬ 
essary for 18 to 21-year-olds to 
be on jury panels. 

The judge held the 26th 
Amendment dealt with the 
voting rights — and voting 
rights only” of the newly fran¬ 
chised group. 

_^dge Brown ruled in the 



meanors in the operation of a 
movie theater in San Francis¬ 
co. ‘ 

Attorney George T. Davis, 
for the Nissinoffs, argued the 
young voters have a funda¬ 
mental right to be on juries 
The case now goes back to 
Municipal Court for trial. 
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Pom 



Sentenced 

r$EP 1 0 1972 

The operators of the T&D 
Theater in downtown Oakland 
today were sentenced to jail 
terms and fines upon convic¬ 
tion of three misdemeanor 
counts each of exhibiting ob¬ 
scene movies in April 1971. 

Municipal Court Judge Mal¬ 
colm M. Champlin handed 
down the sentences after ex¬ 
coriating the films. 


“This is hard-core pornogra¬ 
phy. It is sexual depravity,” 
Champlin said. “This is crim¬ 
inal sexual activity that by 
any standards whatever is ob¬ 
scene . . . dissolute, wanton, 
debauched, lustful, immoral 
and degrading.” 

^Sentenced were -Lawrence 
NissinoffJ39, operator of the 
T£BpTmed a total of $3,750 
and sentenced to 540 days in 
jail; Harold Davis, 69, movie 
projectionist, fined $3,375 and 
sentenced to 360 days in jail, 
and Morris Nissinoff, 58, tick¬ 


et taker and Lawrence’s un¬ 
cle, fined $3,000 and sentenced 
to 270 days in jail. 

George T. Davis, attorney 
for the three defendants, im¬ 
mediately gave oral notice of 
appeal. 

The attorney had, only mo¬ 
ments before, Tiled li aefense 
objection to the sentencing, 
charging that Judge Champlin 
had issued a release to the 
press yesterday and delayed 
the sentencing one -Jay in or¬ 
der to get “full press cover¬ 
age.” 

Davis said the j u d g e *s 
planned statement to be made 
in court prior to the sentenc¬ 
ing was given to the press 
“surreptitiously and secret¬ 
ly,” without mentioning it to 
the defense. 


Davis said he had learned of 
the statement when it was 
. mentioned by a member of 
* the press.' 

t He charged Judge Cham- 
b plin’s action was “inflamma- 
ijtory, prejudicial, emotional 
and derogatory to the defend¬ 
ants, illegal, biased and preju¬ 
diced, and as such patently 
si demonstrates the lWpacity 

u ‘ c See Back Page, Col. 8 

ar — cupuidiiun 

among other thing s,” the 
judge said. 
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Continued from Page 1 


and disqul 
Champlin , 
fendants a 
their motion 



ion of Judge 
ive these de¬ 
hearing on 
a new trial 


Davis asked for one day’s 
delay m jailing the men to al- 

appeal 0 for 

for "thf t^ a t mpIin Set the baiJ 
tor the theater owner at a to- 

al of $180,000, at $60,000 for 

?®F 0 ^ onist and at $30,000 
for the ticket taker. 

Champlin refused to lower 
B"*** called unnecessar- 

cated S to b rt/ a “ d Davis jndi ' 
cated to the court that he 

would attempt to have it re? 

duced through other channels 

SuEf y DiSt Atty ' Denni S 
Sullivan opposed reduction in 

bail and said that a section of 
the state code held that mon- 
f, y nm and defendants obtained 
fiom their illegal theater op- 

SET* " ot ■« >» 

. Judge Champlin had noted 
“ that the defendants 

Sn^'T fr0m the theater 
duiuig a three-month period 

andcouldjierefore be. expect! 

e d and firfesT^ 

n his statement prior to 
sentencing Champlin said “A 
jury of citizens here in Oak- 

SnH 3 ? d6Cided that thes e 
defendants are guilty and no 

one is going to make over 

o, oZZ 3 '“ y 5, ' ake|>i, 

‘‘The imposing of a state¬ 
wide standard by the higher 
court does make it hard for a 
city to keep itself clean even 

Lh T tS „ ta But in these 
particular flagrant cases that 

is not the real problem. These 
movies are obscene by anv 
standard whatsoever T h e v 
are utterly filthy. ‘ y 
‘‘Clearly the courts must 
take a stand. As to this .case 
before me, I take a stand. Let 
there be no mistake as to 
what I now say. These films 
are revolting, repulsive and 
disgusting. They are offen¬ 
sive immoral and depict sex¬ 
ual depravity, including lesbi¬ 
anism and oral copulation 
among other things,” the 
judge said. 
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Porno Movie Trio 
Bailee! for $17,500 


Bail totaling $270,000 for 
three men convicted of show¬ 
ing pornographic movies at 
.downtown Oakland's T&D 
Theater was ruled “‘excessive 
and unreasonable” yesterday 
and reduced to $17,500. 

The three men made bail 
and were freed pending ap¬ 
peals after Alameda County 
Superior Court Presiding 
Judge Robert L. Bostick, act¬ 
ing on their attorney’s re¬ 
quest, ordered the reduction 
In the bail set earlier in the 
day by Municipal Court Judge 
Malcolm M. Champlin. 

Judge Bostick ordered the 
bail reduction in granting the 
defense attorney’s request for 
a writ of habeas corpus pend¬ 
ing an appeal before the Supe¬ 
rior Court’s Appellate Divi¬ 
sion. 

Convicted on three misde- 
m e a n o r ^counts. e^ich were 
Lawrence 'vMssinoff, opera¬ 
tor of the tli^aterrsentenced 
to a total of 540 days in jail 
and a fine of $3,750; Harold 
Davis. 69, theater manager 
360 days and $3,375, and Mor¬ 
ris NissinofL the operator’s 
uncle and theater JtrketHHK 
270 days and $3,000. 

Davis, who was earlier iden¬ 
tified as the theater’s projec¬ 
tionist, listed his occupation 
as the T&D’s “maintenance 
man” in the request for re¬ 
lease on reduced bail. 

Judge Champlin originally 
set bail at $180,000 for the 
theater operator, $60,000 for 
the manager and $30,000 for 
the ticket taker on the mis¬ 
demeanor convictions. 

Judge Bostick later in the 
day reduced the amounts to 
§10,000, $5,000 and $2,500 re¬ 
spectively. 

In handing down the penal¬ 
ties, Judge Champlin deliv¬ 
ered an outraged attack* on 
sex movies. 

“A jury of citizens here in 
Oakland have decided that 


these defendants are guilty 
and no one is going to make 
over Oakland into a filthy 
snakepit of obscenity,” the 
judge said. 

“The imposing of a state¬ 
wide standard bv the higher 
court does make it hard for a 
city to keep itself clean even 
if it wants to. But in these 
particular flagrant • cases that 
is not the real problem. These 
movies are obscene by any 
standard whatsoever. They 
are utterly filthy. 

“Clearly the courts must 
take a stand. As to this case 
before me, I take a stand. Let 
there be no mistake as to 
what I now say. These films 
are revolting, repulsive and 
disgusting. They are offen¬ 
sive, immoral and depict sex¬ 
ual depravity, including lesbi¬ 
anism and oral copulation 
among other things,” he said. 

Defense attorney George T. 
Davis critcized the judge’s 
prior release of the contents 
of his statement to a newsman 
the day before sentencing. 

He charged that the judge’s 
act i o n was “ inflammatory, 


rogatory to the defendants, il¬ 
legal, biased and prejudiced, 
and as such patently demon¬ 
strates the incapacity and dis¬ 
qualification of Judge Cham¬ 
plin to give these defendants a 
iaii* hearing on their motion 
for a new trial.” 

The three men were arrest¬ 
ed in April, 1971, on the por¬ 
nography charges. Theater 
manager Harold Davis told 
the court at sentencing yester¬ 
day that he had stopped show¬ 
ing films of that type after the 
arrest, and now featured mov¬ 
ies similar to those shown in 
other “adult” theaters. 

He said the T&D’s fare was 
the same as that shown else¬ 
where and implied he felt his 
theater had been picked as a 
scapegoat. 
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ouiiencing has been set for Sept 16 
for a San Francisco theater owner who 
pleaded guilty in federal court to charges 

for^ 1969** *° CVade _ f ! deral income taxes 

Law rence/'Nissino ff entered his plea 
Wore U.S. District Court Judge Stanley 
Weigel and could get a maximum of five 
years in prison and $10,000 in fines. 

Nissinoff pleaded guilty to trving to 
evade $7,540 on his 1909 income tax 
return when he stated his adjusted gross 
" e was when it actually was 

Nissinoff owns Nelson Associates a 
management firm controlling several 
pornographic theaters in California, 
Florida and Nevada, the Internal Reve- 
nue Service said. 

He also has been involved in operation 
Of the T&D theater in Oakland and 
Peekarama I and II and the Gay Paree 
theaters in San Francisco. 
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Sentenced 

Lawrence < Nissinoff ) 30 
former owner’oT'ttar'T&D 

Theater in Oakland, was sen 
tnct'd to two years in federal 
I 1 ™" a ts,«o# fine yes. 

c™ ,S s ' ,M " S M “» l '»• 

Aug ' 23 IP U S. District Court 
i" 7 ®?. ^ancisco to evading 

in"l9M m ri era ' income ^ 
for threp r m S ° ftaXeVasi0n 

SLfi ” ,to «* 

U.s. District Court Judge 
£*"K W , eigel order ed that 

renf fed wu a term be concur¬ 
rent with three consecutive 
six-month terms in Alameda 
County jail Nissinoff faces for 

vi n ctJo a n kland pornogra P h y con- 


Oakland Municipal Courtfor' 
fhc'jpng obscene movies at 
the T&D Theater in 1971 . 

A ‘°" e «»*e. Nissinoff had 
an interest in “porno” movie 

Ia 0 nrt SeS | in San F'fancisco, Oak- 

vSs. L ° S AngeleS and Las 

U.S. Strike Force attorney 
Edmund Lyons said that in 
1969 Nissinoff reported an in- 

$23,000^ Denying b defe5 

serious tax evasion case.” 

Nissinoffs attorney said his 
cheat s name has legally been 
changed to Larry Nelson. 


Oakland Tribune, HAHS Collection, Gift of the Oakland Tribune 









Porno Sentem 

L ^ j 'j-jij $ 

By HAVELOCK HUNTER jury and fined and sentenced 
Urits of habeas corpus are in September 1972 but have 
being sought in superior court carried appeals since. The 
by three Oakland men fined judgments recently were af- 
and sentenced by Municipal firmed but they ask writs to 
Court Judge Malcolm Cham- free them from the penalties 
plin for showing pornographic on constitutional grounds. 
fUms at the T and D Theater They say the penalties are 
in 197L excessive an out of propotion 

to the gravity of the offense 
A hearing on petitions and constitute cruel and un¬ 
opened yesterday before usual punishment. 

Judge Spurgfcon Avakian who Morris Nissinoff, an absen- 
continued the case to Oct. 22 tee own er, was sentenced to 
for presentation of evidence, three "-day terms and fined 
including the planned showing $1 ’ 000 for ea ch of the three 
of three films in question. showings. 

Harold Davis, a manager, 
The action is being taken by was given three consecutive 
^Laurence and Morris <Nissi- sentences of 120 days each 
nof Harold Davis. TMy which subsequently was re-, 
Represented by attorney duced to 120 days concurrent 
George T. ' i lm i" 1 Ti T 
ed he will summon Judge wa s reduced to $1,125. 

Champlin to testify, alleging Laurence Nissinoff got three 
that he was biased and preju- consecutive terms of 120 days 
diced against the defendants, each, totaling 540, and was 
The three were convicted by fined $3,750. All penalties 
were upheld. Last month in 
federal court he also was sen¬ 
tenced on income tax viola¬ 
tions. 


Attorney Davis charged that 
Judge Champlin gave a news 
reporter an advance on his 
statement on sentencing, de¬ 
claring: 

“The emotionally charged 
passages clearly displayed the" 
judge’s personal hostility to¬ 
ward those accused of viola¬ 
tion of the obscenity laws.** 

In so doing, the attorney 
contended, the judge violated 
provisions of the California 
Judicial Code by showing par¬ 
tiality. And he averred that 
Judge Champlin at the time 
was “bucking” for an ap- 




pointment to superior court 
and sent a copy of his state¬ 
ment to then Gov. Ronald 
Reagan. 

Deputy Dist. Atty. William 
McKinstry said Davis’ argu¬ 
ments were raised on appeal 
and that he now “is attempt¬ 
ing to try the judge.” He 


advertisement 


likened the case to having the 
court act as a judicial qualifi¬ 
cations commission. 

And McKinstry declared 
flatly: ‘‘We deny there was a 
press release by Judge Cham¬ 
plin.” 

He said the hearing will set 
a precedent in law. 


ADVERTISEMENT^ 
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Wed., Apr. 6, 1977 


[{few <°] 



The spectrum of .Samuel J. Conti’s acquaintances 
runs from the dapper Assemblyman, Willie L^Brojqi 
Jr., to such shadow figures a s Lawrenco^Nissinoff, i 
known to his friends on Broadway as Larry Nelson. 

In the spring of last year, Nissinoff was on 
Broadway, assisting Conti in his business holdings. 

But in the fall, Nissinoff was jailed in the Santa 
Rita Prison Farm near Pleasanton on a combined 
federal tax charge and an Alameda county pornog¬ 
raphy conviction. 

By Christmas, Conti had used the power of his 
business operations to have Nissinoff released on a 
work furlough program so he could return to Broad- 


Sc. 


way. 

Nissinoffs brief fling v.l 
in early March when Ala| 
revoked his w’ork furlough 
Santa Rita to serve out his se 

* i'l 

Nissinoffs story beginsj 
w hen he was convicted of st 
theater in downtown Oakla 


freedom w r as curtailed 
ieda county authorities 
ad brought him back to 
mce. 

★ 

acre than five years ago 
; obscene movies at a 


Through a series of appeals — all the way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court ■*— the 44-year-old Nissinoff 
managed to delay his jailfsentence and remain at 
liberty. 


©eafl ©0 JgjOG f? 

He became one of Conti’s business associates and 
helped direct Conti’s North Beach operations. 

A police report dated last May 27 identified him as 
the “proprietor” of the House of Ecstasy, one of Conti’s 
nude encounter parlors, at 1043 Kearny street. 

In a brief conversation before he declined to 
discuss further his business, affairs, Conti said Nelson 
“never worked for me at the House of Ecstasy. 

Whether he did or not, Nlsslnoff/Nelson’s finances 
remain obscure — particularly since he is not listed on 
public records here as a partner or stccuholdei in 
Conti’s enterprises. 

In this vein, an Alameda county probation officer 
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wrote, last summer, that Nissinoffs financial situation 
presents one of the-great and interesting mysteries of ' 
our time. He is unemployed, owns nothing of signify * 
cance, and apparently leads a hand-to-month existence' ' 
in one of the more exclusive areas of £r.n Francisco 


“He is rumored to be the owner of a Polls Roy"-? 
fu ^ a Francfscdnlghtclub; there are also rumors a 
minimi *** - t;at " 8 has^eamed approximately l 

k "t August, Nfesinoffs appeals on the rornonw 
phy conviction ran out, and he was sentenced to serve 
1% years at Santa Rita. 


• . 4 - the S ? me time > he Pleaded guilty to a tax evasion 
indictment brought by the Federal Organized Crime 
strike Force. 


A federal Judge sentenced him to two years in 
prison, to be served at the same time as the,. ■ 
pornography sentence, and ordered him jailed in t ? - I 
“state institution in which (he) is confined” — name'- 
Santa Rita. 


To gain an early release from Santa Piy*. he - 


himself of an administrative program which helps 
Inmates find work and eases the transition between jail 
and the outside world. 


Because the Oakland judge did not say Nissinoff 
was ineligible for work furlough, and because he was 
not considered violent, the sheriff’s department 
processed his application routinely. 

The strict terms of the federal sentence were 
apparently overlooked in the welter of documents. 

Nissinoffs employer-sponsor was listed as the 
Conti Alec Co., “a business consulting firm,” with 
offices at 1255 Post street in San Francisco. 


His duties were to be a limousine driver, consul¬ 
tant, salesman and “estimator.” 


It was requested by his prospective employer that 
he be allowed to work the swing shift, from 3 p.m. to 11 
p.m. 


The attorney who helped Nissinoff with ths 
paperwork was Atklin Brown of Stockton, although 
Assemblyman Willie Brown, Conti’s attorney, woul< 
ultimately become involved. 

Samuel J. Conti owns the Conti Alec Co. (ala 
known as the Conti Alec Carpet Co.). 

Nissinoffs work furlough application was ap 
proved and his release date was set for December 24. 


He was to be moved from Santa Rita, to the wor 
furlough facility in Oakland, where he was to slee 
each night and spend all his non-working hours. On 
hour each working day was allotted for commuting t 
San Francisco. 


When no one SIHVWTm unnstmdfi Eve to take inu 
from Santa Rita to Oakland, Nissinoff got on tkt 
telephone. 








Last August, NJssinoffs appeals on the pornogra¬ 
phy conviction ran out, and he was sentenced to serve 
lVz years at Santa Rita. 

At the same time, he pleaded guilty to a tat evasion 
indictment brought by the Federal Organized Crime 
Strike Force. 

A federal Judge sentenced him to two years in 
prison, to be* served at the same time as the., - 
pornography sentence, and ordered him jailed in P • 
“state institution in which (he) is confined” — name!: . 
Santa Rita. 

Nissinoff began serving his time August 25. 

To gain an early release from Santa Rita, be aval? ’ 
himself of an administrative program which helps 
inmates find work and eases the transition between jail 
and the outside world. 

Because the Oakland judge did not say Nissinoff 
was ineligible for work furlough, and because he was 
not considered violent, the sheriff’s department 
processed his application routinely. 

The strict terms of the federal sentence were 
apparently overlooked in the welter of documents. 

Nissinoffs employer-sponsor was listed as the 
Conti Alec Co., “a business consulting firm,” with 
offices at 1255 Post street in San Francisco. 

His duties were to be a limousine driver, consul¬ 
tant, salesman and “estimator.” 

It was requested by his prospective employer that 
be be allowed to work the swing shift, from 3 p.m. to 11 
p.m. 

The attorney who helped Nissinoff with thf 
paperwork was Atklin Brown of Stockton, although 
Assemblyman Willie Brown, Conti’s attorney, woulc 
ultimately become involved. 

Samuel J. Conti owns the Conti Alec Co. (als 
known as the Conti Alec Carpet Co.). 

Nissinoff’s work furlough application was ap 
proved and his release date was set for December 24. 


He was to be moved from Santa Rita, to the wor 
furlough facility in Oakland, where he was to slee 
each night and spend all bis non-working hours. On 
hour each working day was allotted for commuting t 
San Francisco. 


■■ when no ore anlvpiT'on Christmastime'tV* takehm 
from Santa Rita to Oakland, Nissinoff got on tin 
telephone. 


According to witnesses, he called a popular cafe oi 
Broadway and frantically asked for Willie Brown, whc 
he said was “supposed to get me out of here tonight.” 

The same evening, at least two calls from Conti 
were received at the work furlough facility asking 
when Nissinoff would be released. 

It didn’t happen until tjie next day. 


In the following weeks while Nissinoff was back on 
Broadway, Willie Brown became his lawyer and 
attempted to have his federal sentence modified. Th& 
judge refused. .'i’“ 

Conti, for his part, wrote the sheriff’s department 
asking that Nissinoff’s schedule be extended to 3 am. 

Before the request could be acted on, tbe strict 
terms of the federal sentence became known and ^ 
Nissinoff was yanked unceremoniously back to Santa - r 
Rita to serve his time. 







